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Students take quiet pride in IISc’s 25th ranking 

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bengaluru/Students-take-quiet-pride-in-IIScs-25th-ranking/articleshow/45378243.cms  

Bengaluru: They may not have high-fived when they heard that the Indian Institute of Science here jumped straight to 

the 25th spot in the Times Higher Education Brics and Emerging Economies' rankings. But these students' pride and joy 

in their premier institution was quite evident on Thursday.  

 

The dominant feeling on campus is that the institution's potential is yet to be recognized. "The computer science 

department is the world's best in research on cyber security, but not many know it. It's time IISc opens itself to the 

Indian market," said sources in the institution. True to its low-key style, the institute website had no mention of the new 

feather in its cap.  

 

The 105-year-old institution researches a wide range of subjects -- from black holes to missiles, nuclear energy to 

development of kits for detection of various diseases.  

 

Pankaj Jain, a PhD student in molecular biophysics, said: "IISc was not even chosen last year in the survey and now, 

we're in the 25th position. The credit should go to former director P Balaram and his successor Anurag Kumar. IISc is all 

about research and that's why it stands out in Indian institutions," says Pankaj, also the secretary, academic affairs of the 

institute's students' council.  

 

KV Abhinav, a PhD student in molecular biophysics, said, "IISc is slowly opening up itself to the outside world."  

 

The ranking will make the world know more about IISc, said Snehal Mandlik, a PhD student in aerospace. "This time, 

placements will be better, especially for our undergraduate programme. Overall, 60 companies came to IISc in October 

2014 for pre-placement interaction with students. That was a good move. We hope for more such events," said Snehal.  

 

Anasuya Dighe, a PhD student, is proud about the ranking as it can result in more industry collaboration. "People outside 

the campus don't know what we do. Many people told me that if I wanted to do my doctorate, I should go abroad. It's 

sad that not many people don't know what we do," she said, adding, "The faculty should promote the institute's 

research work."  

 

"Indians know more about IITs but not IISc. But you can find IIScians in the world's top research institutes. The alumni 

association of North America is extremely popular," say students. 

IISc, IIT-B find place in Times Higher Education's Top 40 List 

for 2015 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-12-04/news/56723192_1_indian-institute-iisc-phil-baty 

MUMBAI: Two new entrants - Indian Institute of Science (IISc) and IIT Bombay - have debuted straight in the 

top 40 of Times Higher Education's second annual BRICS and Emerging Economies rankings 2015. 

India has strengthened its overall representation in the list, with 11 universities in the top 100 as compared to 10 

last year - including new entrant (and new national number one) IISc in 25th place and IIT Bombay in 37th 

place. 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-12-04/news/56723192_1_indian-institute-iisc-phil-baty
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/IISc
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"India is starting to show its potential in these rankings. Only China and Taiwan have more top-100 institutions 

than India, which remains ahead of Russia and Brazil among the giant developing economies," Phil Baty , 

editor of the Times Higher Education Rankings, said in a release. "India's leading institutions have shown a 

hunger for further development and for sharing best practices. 

If this is backed by a government-led commitment to support India's top universities to compete on the global 

stage, with sufficient funding and reforms, there would be plenty of room for optimism," he added. 

Panjab University , which topped the India charts last year at No 13 overall, has slipped in the top 100 list to 

39th place this year. Most of the other institutes - with the exception of IIT Madras - have also moved down the 

list as compared to last year. Baty said that despite India faring better overall, there is no room for complacency 

since several Indian institutions have actually lost ground compared with last year. 

Some 22 countries classified as emerging economies by FTSE have been analysed for ranking purposes. 

The methodology of the 2015 BRICS & Emerging Economies Rankings is slightly different from the 

methodology used last time to better reflect the characteristics and development needs of a university in the 

emerging economies. The weightage to "research influence", judged by publication citations, has been reduced 

from 30% in the world rankings, to 20%. The weightage for "industry income -innovation" has been increased 

from 2.5% to 10%, while for "international outlook", it has been increased from 7.5% to 10%.  

UGC invites comments to improve higher education 

Aim is to introduce international benchmarks  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/ugc-invites-comments-to-improve-higher-

education/article6659765.ece 

The University Grants Commission has invited comments from the public and academia to help develop a 

uniform description of higher education systems at the national level.  

The aim is to align UGC with the international benchmarks and promote transparency, comparability and 

mutual understanding in domestic and foreign institutions both for students and employers.  

The UGC has constituted a committee to formulate the National Higher Education Qualifications Framework 

with Prof. Goverdhan Mehta as the chairman. The committee would evolve the descriptors, competencies and 

testing protocols for various qualifications for easy transition and mobility of students within India and abroad.  

Issues related to the mechanism through which the competencies can be translated into credits and/or hours; the 

seamless amalgamation of the formal and non-formal modes of earning credits and fixing the minimum credits 

for certification will be discussed and incorporated in the Committee’s report.  

Last date 

Feedback, not exceeding 150 words, may be sent either by snail mail or email at cppiisection@gmail.com by 

December 31.  

In 2005, one of the recommendations of the Central Advisory Board of Education Committee was developing 

“appropriate framework” for universities to take advantage of Export of Higher Education.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Times%20Higher%20Education
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/ugc-invites-comments-to-improve-higher-education/article6659765.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/ugc-invites-comments-to-improve-higher-education/article6659765.ece

